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UNDERAGE INDONESIANS IN WA PRISONS 

7876. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Corrective Services 

I refer to the Minister’s answer to my Question on Notice No. 5151 on 17 May 2011, where he stated that he is 
aware of multiple cases where current prisoners have alleged to be under-age, but that all cases (as at 18 April 
2011) have been re-confirmed as at least 19 years of age or older by the Department in consultation with the 
Australian Federal Police. In relation to this, I ask: 

(a) exactly how many cases of alleged under-age prisoners was the Minister made aware of, and on what 
dates; and 

(b) will the Minister please detail exactly (and table all documents showing) how the Department re-
confirmed that all current prisoners were at least 19 years of age, including birth certificates, official 
translations, personal visits to families, etcetera? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a)  Since 9 September 2010 the Department of Corrective Services has on seven separate occasions made a 
total of 34 requests to the Australian Federal Police to verify the ages of Indonesian prisoners. 
9 September 2010 (one request) 
10 November 2010 (one request) 
15 November 2010 (12 requests) 
22 March 2011 (two requests) 
15 April 2011 (13 requests) 
22 August 2011 (three requests) 
23 August 2011 (two requests)  

(b)  The Department holds prisoners on warrants issued by the courts and is bound by the age on that 
warrant with regard to whether a person is placed in an adult or juvenile facility. When suspicions are 
raised that a particular individual may be under the age of 18 years, the Department liaises with the 
prisoner with the aid of an interpreter and notifies the Indonesian Consulate and the prisoner’s lawyer. 
The correct process of applying for an age determination hearing through the courts is outlined to all 
parties. As the legal authority, the court makes a determination and the Department responds 
accordingly. 

 


